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Coming Events

Apr 10, 24 Berkeley Nikkei Seniors Group at the
Mav 8. 22 North Berkeley Senior Center, 1901
ye, Hearst Ave., Berkeley. This group meets

Jun 12, 26 every 2" and 4" Saturday of each month.
For information contact Terry Yamashita
(510) 237-1131 or Tazuko White.

Apr 25 Scholarship Luncheon, see article
inside

Apr 30 Asian Law Caucus Dinner, see article

Aug 10-14 National JACL Convention in

HAWAII, go to www.jaclhawaii.org for

more information
Making Noise is a monthly means to exercise your right to express
your views, humor, concerns, or anything else of interest. We will be
happy to print it in our Newsletter. Please write to the JACL
Berkeley Chapter newsletter, c/o Berkeley JACL, P.O Box 7609,
Berkeley, CA 94707-0609, or e-mail Berkeley JACL at
Berkeley@JACL.ORG. MAKE SOME NOISE!!!

2004 Scholarship Awards Luncheon

E-mail the Berkeley JACL at: Berkeley@JACL .org
Visit our Website at www.berkeleyjacl.org

Quality Blue Shield health plans since 1965
Call 1-800-400-6633

by DeAnn Tabuchi

The annual Berkeley JACL Scholarship Awards
Luncheon will be held Sunday, April 25™ at the Silver
Dragon restaurant in Oakland. Scholarship recipients
include Michael Leong from College Preparatory
School; Thomas Leong of College Preparatory School;
Kimberly Nakamura of Skyline High School; and
Douglas Suda, from Campolindo High School.

The guest
speaker will be Sydnie
Kohara, who anchors
CBS 5 Eyewitness News
Early Edition. There
will also be words of
wisdom given by former
scholarship recipients.

The chapter will also be recognizing the
contributions of “Pioneer Award” recipients, Ko ljichi
and Bob Yamada. This award recognizes the
contributions of individuals for their dedicated and
distinguished service to the Berkeley JACL and/or the
communities it serves.

Ko ljichi was born and raised in Santa Rosa and
grew up on the Fountaingrove winery there. He attended
UC Davis, until he was interned in Rohwer, Arkansas
during the War. He finished his schooling at UC
Berkeley after the war, and worked as a microbiologist
for the Department of Agriculture until his retirement in
the 80’s. He met his wife Lucy (Yamamoto) in Denver,
and they had four children: Karen, Mary, Kenneth, and
Jean, who all reside in the Bay Area today. He has been
an active member of the Berkeley JACL, and served as
President of the Board of Directors in 1958. His
daughter Karen remembers attending JACL picnics and
Halloween parties as a child.

T. Robert Yamada, a long time Berkeley JACL
member, was born in the Seattle area, and attended
University of Michigan, receiving a degree in
Sociology. After doing graduate work at University of
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Wisconsin in Madison, he returned to Ann Arbor,
before moving to California in 1960. He and his wife
Masako resided in Berkeley in 1961, where he managed
Books Unlimited, a bookstore. He was involved in
JASEB (Japanese American Services of the East Bay),
and served as Director, 1987-1989, and was
instrumental in starting the bingo fundraiser at the
Southern Alameda County Buddhist Church. Bob was
one of the founders of the Berkeley Historical Society in
1978, and served as past President. He served on the
Board of Trustees for the Berkeley Public Library for
14% years. In recognition of his service, Loni Hancock
declared a “T. Robert Yamada Day” in the city during
her tenure as mayor (1987-1994). He and his wife
Masako have two sons, one attended Harvard and lives
on the East Coast. Their elder son lives in the Bay Area.
They have one grandson.

Please see flyer insert for registration information
and details.

Asian Law Caucus Dinner

The Asian Law Caucus is celebrating 32 years
of service to the APl community on April 30. The
Berkeley JACL has been invited since we sponsored a
table last year. The rate for us (Berkeley JACL) as a tax-
exempt corporation is $75 per seat. This is half the
normal rate. If you are interested in attending please
contact Jim Duff as soon as possible. The deadline for
reservations is April 21st. You can visit their web site at
www.asianlawcaucus.org for more information. It
would be great to sponsor a table, 10 seats, in any case it
is worth supporting even if we cannot muster 10
attendees.

Honoree: Dorothy Ehrlich, Exec Dir of the Nor Cal

ACLU since 1978
Keynote Speaker: Christopher Edley, Jr. Dean-
Designate, UC Berkeley Boalt Hall School of Law,
Founding Co-Director The Harvard Civil Rights Project
Emcees: Dale Minami and Sue Kwon
Location: Hyatt Regency 5 Embarcadero Center, San
Francisco, CA 94111
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President’s Corner

By Jim Duff
The first big event of the year was the Diamond
Anniversary Dinner in Danville at the Blackhawk
Museum; it was a fantastic program and dinner.
Berkeley was well represented with forty JACL
members and family gathered to celebrate and honor our
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chapter award winners, Neal Ouye as our Unsung Hero
and Jessica Kawamura and Sarah Sasaki as our initial
Hikari Award winners. Jessica and Sarah were
recognized for their commitment to the JA community
and their leadership in organizing the NCWNPD
District Youth Council and the Nikkei Student Union at
UC Berkeley.

Emcee Jan Yanehiro and Keynote Speaker
George Takei were superb. He delivered a most
inspirational talk, one that motivated us to continue
working for civil and human rights in all communities,
not just the APA/API. He stressed the importance of
forming coalitions with other ethnic groups who face
struggles similar to those of the Issei. The Muslim and
Arab communities are especially vulnerable now and
need friends. If you want to help out simply email me at
berkeley@jacl.org. For more information on what we’re
doing visit our web site at http://www.berkeleyjacl.org/.

One of our recent Berkeley JACL Legacy Fund
Grant winners is having an unveiling of his public
service announcement the week of June 20. Sean
O’Gara received final funding for his project from the
Berkeley JACL. Initial funding was provided by
California Civil liberties Public Education Program.
More details to follow.

Some important deadlines are coming up: See
what local youth are up to at:

STREETSIDE PRODUCTIONS VIDEO SHOWCASE
Thursday, April 8, 2004
6:00 - 8:00 PM
@ East Bay Asian Youth Center
2025 E. 12th Street
Oakland, Ca 94606
FREE

Streetside Productions is a Video Production
and Job Training Program for high school age youth
from Oakland. By providing youth with hands-on
training in digital video production and editing,
Streetside Productions' aim is to empower youth with
technical skills in video and fundamental job skills.
Most of all, Streetside Productions' goal is to provide an
avenue for young people to create their OWN voices
and tell their OWN stories.

Another fantastic cultural event is coming up
quickly, the UC Davis Asian Pacific Culture Week is
ready to go again for the week of Apr 19-Apr 24!1 Last
year, we had great attendance from the local JACL
chapters. We would like to find out whether there is
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interest from your chapter in bringing youth and parents
to this event this year.

On Fri April 23, there will be the Talent Show
held in Freeborn Hall (doors open at 6:30 and the show
starts at 7:00 PM). Last year we also toured the M-Bldg
(the Asian-themed dorm in Tercero), ate dinner in the
dining commons, and visited with students from the
Asian Studies program. We can organize a similar
program like that again this year if we hear there is more
interest from you.

April 25, join us at our annual Scholarship
luncheon at the Silver Dragon Restaurant in Oakland.
Keynote speaker Sydnie Kohara. See the accompanying
article in this newsletter.

May 2, enjoy the 27" annual Nikkei
Matsuri Festival in San Jose’s historic Japantown at 5"
and Jackson Streets. From 9:30 AM to 4:00 PM. For
more information visit www.nikkeimatsuri.org .

To all NCWNPD Chapters

By Larry Oda, Chair JACL NCWNP 75"
Anniversary Dinner

| want to congratulate the Chapters for their
outstanding support of the JACL 75th Anniversary
dinner. You can be proud of the hard work and
diligence you contributed to making this event very
memorable for your members. Thank you for
participating.

At the dinner, | did acknowledge the
tremendous effort of the committee chairs, who were the
ones really responsible for making the event so
memorable; Debbi Endow of Stockton - general
Arrangements, Jeff Okamoto of San Mateo -
registration, Robbie Teruya of Tri-Valley - Silent
Auction, and Mark Kobayashi, our district governor for
the excellent program booklet.

In my acknowledgements, I neglected to
mention a number of other important volunteers. Dr.
Les Hata of San Francisco graciously volunteered to act
as our official photographer. Andy Noguchi of Florin
was in charge of Publicity, John and Geri Handa of San
Francisco did the raffle; Dean Suzuki of Tri Valley took
care of the slide show with the assistance of Steve
Okamoto of San Mateo, Kim Nakahara of San
Francisco wrote the program script, and our Regional
Director, Patty Wada, wrote the honoree's bios. Edwin
Endow of Stockton was stage manager, and April Goral
of Watsonville-Santa Cruz was decorations chair. Harry
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Honda and Barry Saiki of Stockton collaborated on the
Historical Highlights for the program booklet

Additionally, the event could not function
without the volunteers who help to make sure badges
are distributed, table favors placed, and questions
answered. The people who helped at the registration
were Valerie Yasukochi, Howard Fukuda, Karen
Kurasaki, Lily Kawafuchi, Jeff Okamoto, Amy Ishihara
and Debbi Endow. Our very successful Silent Auction,
led by Robbie Teruya and Diana Okamoto had, Alan
Teruya, Suzanne Sasaki, Mark Ho, Reiko Yoshino,
Thaya Mune Craig, Jennifer Saito, Chris Campbell and
Laura Takeuchi overseeing the bidding. Geri and John
Handa recruited the assistance of Al Satake, Alison
Satake, Meredith Satake, and David Mun with the
Raffle. You probably saw Jim Duff and April Goral act
as ushers for the honorees going up and down the stairs
to the podium to get their awards. Helping April with
table decoration placement were Tony Boch, Amy
Boch, Ken Teshima, Phyllis Teshima, Mike Teshima,
Patti Slater, Ken Slater, Amy Ishihara, and Debbi
Endow.

National President Floyd Mori and National
Director John Tateishi made some insightful comments,
and we had two distinguished ministers in Rev. Dr.
Hoshu Matsubayashi and Rev. Dr. Paul Nagano to give
the invocation and benediction. Jan Yanehiro performed
and excellent job as Mistress of Ceremonies by keeping
the program rolling and ending at the exact time called
for in Kim Nakahara's script. George Takei’s speech
was a wonderful take on the state of our condition and
thoughts for the future.

Col. Harry Fukuhara, President of the National
Japanese American Historical Society, and World War 2
Military Intelligence Service Veteran confused some of
our attendees when he left the phrase "under God" out
of the Flag Salute as the District Council directed. It
was a pleasant surprise to have Susan Muranishi, Chief
Administrative Officer for Alameda County present the
Resolution of Recognition to the district for JACL’s 75
years of service.

Our donated table favors were: mugs from the
JACL Health Trust, courtesy of Buddy Nakano of
Sequoia and Ken Kamei of Gilroy; pens and notepads
from National JACL Credit Union courtesy of Terry
Nagata of Salt Lake City; and the daffodils and vases
from Steve Okamoto of San Mateo and the American
Cancer Society.




4

We plan to make this a recurring event so the
chapters who could not meet the deadlines to participate
in this inaugural event will have other chances to
recognize their outstanding members in front of the
whole district. Additionally, in future iterations we
want to build on the Hikari Award program to make it
an integral part of the evening by recognizing each of
the honorees individually as we did the Legacy
Awardees.

While we did not have evaluation forms at the
event, if there are any comments you would like to
share, please let me or your committee member know.
We would be very interested to hear your opinion.
Thank you for embracing this dinner and making it a
huge success.

Welcome New Members
We’d like to thank and welcome the following
new members:

Paul Goshi, Stephanie Seto, and Akikazu Taguchi.

Another big “thanks” to members who renewed
their membership this past quarter. Your continued
support of JACL is appreciated by everyone
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Thanks for your help‘.

MJH“ﬁﬂ*

President James Duff, Jr.
Co-Vice President Thomas Wei
Co-Vice President Emily Teruya
Co-Vice President DeAnn Tabuchi
Secretary David Mun
Treasurer Tak Shirasawa
Directors:

Carolyn Adams, Mark Fujikawa, Howard Fukuda; Ted Jitodai;
John Kawamura; Gordon Kono, Neal Ouye; Al Satake, Ron Tanaka:
Gordon Yamamoto; Valerie Yasukochi

Newsletter
Editor

Contributors

Neal Ouye

Dan Date, Emily Teruya; Valerie
Yasukochi, Jim Duff, Neal Ouye, DeAnn
Tabuchi

Production and Circulation

George Yasukochi; Emily Teruya; Noriko
Teruya; Valerie Yasukochi, Jim Duff.
Carolyn Adams

Moving and changing your address?
Send us a Change of Address card at:

Japanese American Citizens League
Berkeley Chapter
Membership
PO Box 7609
Berkeley, CA 94707-0609




