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Coming Events 
Apr 8, 22 

May 13, 27 

June 10, 24 

Berkeley Nikkei Seniors Group at the 
North Berkeley Senior Center, 1901 
Hearst Ave., Berkeley. This group meets 
every 2nd and 4th Saturday of each month. 
For information contact Terry Yamashita 
(510) 237-1131 or Kayo Fisher (707) 
372-5843. 

Apr 30 Spring Festival at Ruth and Sherman 
Lee Institute for Japanese Art in Hanford, 
CA, see article 

May 6 Berkeley JACL Scholarship Luncheon, 
see article and flyer inside 

Jun 21-24 JACL National Convention, Phoenix, 
AZ (for more information, 
www.azjacl.org)  

Oct 2 JACL Golf Tournament, see article 
inside.  

Making Noise is a monthly means to exercise your right to 
express your views, humor, concerns, or anything else of interest. 
We will be happy to print it in our Newsletter. Please write to the 
JACL Berkeley Chapter newsletter, c/o Berkeley JACL, P.O Box 
7609, Berkeley, CA 94707-0609, or e-mail Berkeley JACL at 
Berkeley@JACL.ORG. MAKE SOME NOISE!!! 

E-mail the Berkeley JACL at: Berkeley@JACL.org 
Visit our Website at www.berkeleyjacl.org 

 

Quality Blue Shield health plans since 1965
Call 1-800-400-6633

 

Berkeley JACL Luncheon- May 6th 

The 2006 Scholarship Awards luncheon will be 
held on Saturday, May 6, starting at 12 noon, at the 
Berkeley Doubletree Hotel & Conference Center, 200 
Marina Blvd, on the Berkeley Marina.  The chapter will 
honor seven scholarship recipients –  

Jeff Griffin, Mathew Hamasaki, Yuki Jitosho, 
Mark Muranishi, Zachary Scott, Alexandra Tagawa, 

and Nathan Wilairat. 

One of the recipients will be selected as the 
Chapter’s second Bea Kono scholarship recipient. 

In addition, the Chapter will recognize Jim 
Furuichi as its 2006 Pioneer Award recipient. The 
Pioneer Award was established in 1996 and is given to 
individuals in recognition of their long history of 
dedicated service to the community and to the JACL. 

 
Jim Furuichi  

Jim Furuichi is the owner of Kuwada Realty, 
which specializes in residential properties in Berkeley, 
El Cerrito and Oakland. He has held many offices with 
the Berkeley JACL and his most significant 
contribution was acting for many years as the driving 
force behind our biggest fundraiser- the selling of ads 
for the Pacific Citizen Holiday edition. His 
organizational skills and community contacts secured 
most of the ad subscribers that we still have today. Of 
course, if you Googled his name you will figure out one 
of his true avocation, GOLF. His name is listed as a 
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winner on many tournament lists. Last year, he got the 
first place at the JASEB Golf Tournament as a member 
of the 2-person team. He is also passionate about the 
Giants, 49ers and fishing. Jim has been married to 
Satoko since 1962 and they have two children, Derek 
and Michele, plus two grandchildren.  

This year’s guest speaker will be Kenji 
Taguma, the Nichi Bei Times, its English Editor. The 
Nichi Bei Times is in its 60th year of publication and in 
January launched an all-English weekly edition. In 
1999, Kenji received the Community Service Award 
from the New California Media. 

Co-President’s Message 
by Emily Teruya 

We’re still going strong as we approach the 
second quarter of the year.  We’ve been living up to 
JACL’s mission of activism and preserving and 
promoting culture as well as reaching into the 
community.  

Our newsletter received positive feedback from 
Oakland Library Asian Branch Manager Madeleine 
Lee.  Here’s what she wrote: 

I received your Jan/Feb issue of the Berkeley 
JACL newsletter. I enjoyed reading it. It is full of spirit, 
energy, and color! And, by reading it, I get to know 
more about the Japanese-American community. 

The Asian Branch is celebrating its 30th 
anniversary in May.  Since Berkeley JACL has been 
building a relationship with the library, Madeleine 
asked us to help find people who are willing to promote 
Japanese culture through exhibits or demonstrations. If 
you have any suggestions, please contact her at 
mclee@oaklandlibrary.org or (510) 238-3400. More 
information will appear in our next newsletter. 

Early last month, our chapter received an e-mail 
asking us for support in keeping a murder case open.  
The case involves Ronald Tsukamoto, a Berkeley police 
officer of Japanese descent, who was killed in the line 
of duty in 1970. Yet, 36 years after his murder, he has 
not received justice.  We wrote to Deputy Attorney 
Joyce Blair and asked her to bring closure for his 
family.  We also e-mailed a generic letter for people to 
sign and send to Blair.  Thank you to those who signed.  
We’ll keep you updated.   

Please keep in mind that the National JACL 
convention is coming up in June.  The registration 

deadline is in late April.  For more information, please 
go to www.azjacl.org and click “Convention.”   

If you want to contact us about anything, please 
write to Berkeley@jacl.org.  We’d like to hear from 
you. Until the next time! 

 

Berkeley JACLers making a difference 
Berkeley JACL has been making a lot of 

changes that will definitely make us stand out – not so 
much as rebels but more like a model chapter. We’d 
like to recognize a few Berkeley JACLers (in 
alphabetical order) who make us proud.  

Keigo Kiyohara has been updating our website 
(www.berkeleyjacl.org). It looks great! If you haven’t 
seen it in a while, you’ll see that it’s modern, up-to-
date, and has pictures of our latest activities. 

Nancy Ku has agreed to be co-chair of our 
grants committee. Though the March deadline just 
passed, Nancy already knows exactly what she plans to 
do. In fact, she was prepared even before the deadline! 

Thomas Nishi and Makiko Sato are serving on 
the National JACL Golf Tournament Committee. 
They’re busy planning the October 2 golf tournament, 
which will be held at San Francisco’s Harding Park. 

Ron Tanaka and his mighty scholarship 
committee have once again undertaken the task of 
reviewing and selecting national JACL freshmen 
scholarship applicants. Because of their effort, our 
chapter has received special recognition at various 
JACL functions. The committee is also preparing for 
our chapter’s scholarship and pioneer awards luncheon. 

Al and Alison Satake, Jim Duff, and Valerie 
Yasukochi have formed an energetic membership 
committee. Our membership numbers are going to go 
up!  

Emily Teruya has been serving as membership 
chair for the Northern-California Western-Nevada 
Pacific (NCWNP) District executive board. She’ll also 
be serving on the credentials committee at the national 
convention in Arizona. 

Dara Tom recently became the Northern Notes 
newsletter editor. That’s the newsletter for our NCWNP 
district. She’s been getting rave reviews! 
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If you’d like to recognize other Berkeley 

JACLers, please send information to 
chibi500@hotmail.com.  

 

Groundbreaking Painters Come Back to Life  
by Emily Teruya & Alison Satake 

What do frenetic hand painting, human-size 
vegetables, and eight drunken Chinese poets have in 
common? They were just a few examples of cutting 
edge art that 18 Berkeley and Diablo Valley JACL 
members saw on the February 25 private tour of the 
Asian Art Museum in San Francisco.  

We were there to see “Traditions Unbound,” a 
one-time exhibit of rich artistic history showcasing 
eight groundbreaking painters of 18th-century Kyoto. 
Our friendly and incredibly informative docents, Doris 
Chun and Beverly McCall, brought the paintings to 
life with their animated stories about the artists' 
fascinating lives and times.  

After experiencing Kyoto, we were led on a 
whirlwind tour of Asia highlighting the museum's rare 
artifacts. We even saw the oldest known statue of 
Buddha found in China.  

Following the tour, our group continued the 
Asian journey in San Francisco by enjoying several 
leisurely rounds of mouth-watering food at the pan-
Asian buffet at Moonstar Restaurant. The delicious 
food, rich conversation, and wonderful company made 
for a great day. We hope you can join us on some of our 
upcoming events and activities this year! Stay tuned…  

 
JACLers at the Asian Art Museum. 

 
The group at Moonstar Restaurant.  

Berkeley JACL Board Tastes Victory 
By Emily Teruya 

Late last year, the Berkeley board of directors 
made a bet with the Diablo Valley board.  The bet was 
to see which chapter could increase its membership the 
most in November and December. Berkeley won! 

To reward Berkeley for its victory, Diablo 
Valley board members hosted and served a brunch on 
Sunday, March 12. The menu included quiche, frittatas, 
waffles, coffee, orange juice, cranberry juice, fruit 
salad, sausage, and other treats.  The food and service 
were excellent. We were fortunate to have such worthy 
and gracious opponents. Our chapter will continue the 
friendly membership bet this year.  

 
Former Diablo Valley Membership Chair Milo Yoshino 

and wife Reiko. 




