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Coming Events

June 10, 24 Berkeley Nikkei Seniors Group at the
North Berkeley Senior Center, 1901

July §, 22 .
Hearst Ave., Berkeley. This group meets

Aug 12, 26 every 2" and 4™ Saturday of each month.
For information contact Terry Yamashita
(510) 237-1131 or Kayo Fisher (707)
372-5843.

June 19 Juneteenth Celebration with the
Berkeley JACL; see article inside

Jun 21-24 JACL National Convention, Phoenix,
AZ (for more information,
www.azjacl.org)

July 30 Book Release Party; see article inside

Aug 16 Berkeley JACL & the A’s; article
inside

Aug 19 Berkeley JACL Yard Sale; See flyer
and article inside

Oct 2 JACL Golf Tournament, see article

inside.

Making Noise is a monthly means to exercise your right

We will be happy to print it in our Newsletter. Please write to the
JACL Berkeley Chapter newsletter, c/o Berkeley JACL, P.O Box
7609, Berkeley, CA 94707-0609, or e-mail Berkeley JACL at
Berkeley@JACL.ORG. MAKE SOME NOISE!!!

to express your views, humor, concerns, or anything else of interest.

E-mail the Berkeley JACL at: Berkeley@JACL.org
Visit our Website at www.berkelevjacl.org

HealthBenefitsTrust

Quality Blue Shield health plans since 1965
Call 1-800-400-6633

@ JACL

Yard Sale to Benefit Berkeley JACL

The Berkeley JACL is having a yard sale on
August 19 from 9AM — 4 PM at 1656 Sacramento Street
(@ Lincoln), a block from the North Berkeley BART
station. The attached flyer provides the types of items
we believe are saleable. Remember that items
“previously owned” and not “junk” would be the best
donations for our sale.

Donations may be dropped off on Saturday
August 5 or 12 between 9-Noon. For more information
or to arrange for pick up of items, please call Jim Duff
at 510-384-3712 or Valerie Yasukochi at 510-387-8335.
THANK YOU!!

Bento and Baseball with the A’s
By Mark Fujikawa

Its Bento and baseball time again. Join your
fellow JACL’’ers when the A’s face Ichiro, Kenji
Johjima and the Mariners on Wednesday, August 16™, 7
pm. We have reserved tickets for field level seats, just
behind the A’s bullpen. Once again we will provide a
delicious bento dinner to enjoy, included in the price of
the ticket. (Sorry, no fireworks this year.)

Tickets cost $25.00. This is a $5 discount off
the regular ticket price. To reserve your seats, send your
check made out to the Berkeley JACL to:

Mark Fujikawa, 1402 Navellier Street, El Cerrito, CA
94530
Tickets will be mailed to you about 10 days
prior to the game. If you would enclose a self-addressed
stamped envelope it would save the chapter some
money. Questions; call me at 510-232-0724 and leave a
message.

Berkeley JACLers Making a Difference
Berkeley JACLers continue to make us proud,
and we’d like to recognize a few (in alphabetical order).

Ted Jitodai - Long-time Berkeley board member and
Japanese American Services of the East Bay (JASEB)
liaison.
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Ted's one of those guys that always has a story
to tell — sometimes super funny, other times somber.
He's a former Sociology professor that will never retire
academically.

He's a fascinating guy who volunteers to
educate students about internment and how it relates to
them today. When Ted made a humble entrance at our
Shinnenkai/Installation Luncheon earlier this year, one
person said, "Did you know that that man's a
professor??? He's a big shot," implying, "What's he
doing here?"

A man with a boisterous personality, if you ever chatted
with him at a Bingo Night or JACL event, you're sure to
remember him years later. If you haven't had the
opportunity to meet him, you shouldn't miss out! Ted's a
super guy.

Tak Shirasawa — Long-time Berkeley JACL Treasurer

Tak has been a stalwart of JACL. No one but
Tak knows when his JACL career began, because he’s
been part of the Board longer than any of us. He’s
become a living legend and has received numerous
awards. And that’s not just because he’s always
prepared to give his Treasurer’s Report which he
usually arranges like placemats at our meeting table. He
makes sure the Board acts with great fiscal
responsibility and cuts checks when we ask for
reimbursements. He’s a consistent Bingo Night
volunteer and plays golf when he’s not busy with JACL.
To sum it up, Tak’s just one “jolly good fellow.”

On a side note, Tak gave the best speech ever at
our recent Scholarship Luncheon! He had the whole
room laughing. This is for you, Tak: Go Bears!

Ann Lew - San Francisco's International Studies
Academy.

In May, Ann Lew received the first ever
"Mayor's Teacher of the Month Recognition Award"
created by San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom. Ann, a
veteran English teacher at the International Studies
Academy, has taught for over 30 years in San
Francisco's public schools. The award was not the first
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for Ann who was one of ten recognized and honored
with a 2006 California Association of English award.
She is a teacher who has demonstrated outstanding
classroom excellence in teaching English. Ann was born
in Japan and moved to Berkeley when she was 11 years
old. After graduating from UC Berkeley, she joined
VISTA (Volunteers in Service to America) before
embarking on her illustrious teaching career.

Thank a teacher today.

Way to go, Ted, Tak and Ann! If you’d like to
recognize other Berkeley JACLers, please send
information to chibi5S00@hotmail.com.

JACL Membership Contest — Berkeley vs. Diablo

Valley

Late last year, the Berkeley board of directors
made a bet with the Diablo Valley board. The bet was to
see which chapter could increase its membership the
most in November and December. Berkeley won and
Diablo Valley board members hosted and served a
scrumptious brunch. The friendly membership bet starts
up again for this year. By December 31, 2006 our goal
is to increase our membership more than Diablo Valley
JACL. Currently, we are lagging behind and need your
help! We would be grateful for the referral of potential
members.

Don'’t hesitate to contact us. The BJACL
membership committee consists of Jim Duff (510-384-
3712), Al Satake (510-528-1900), Alison Satake (510-
816-8161) and Valerie Yasukochi at 510-387-8335 or
email membership@berkeleyjacl.org .

JACL Membership Drive — Berkeley Member
Receives Prize

JACL’s District Governors secured prizes for a
membership drive implemented in late 2005 for: lapsed
members who renew; new members that join; members
who gift a new member; members who refer a new
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member; and chapter members who participate in a
calling campaign for lapsed members.

The drawing was held May 1, 2006, and we are
happy to announce that Berkeley JACLer James Higa is
the recipient of a case of California wine. Congratula-
tions James, and thank you for your ongoing support of
JACL and the Berkeley chapter!! For a complete list of
winners, please email our membership committee at
membership@berkeleyjacl.com or call Valerie
Yasukochi at 510-387-8335.

Book Release Party

July 30th, 2pm “Assembly for the Wartime
Relocation and Internment of Civilians” book and DVD
release party at the Oakland Museum. Refreshments will
be served. Co-sponsored by NJAHS, the AWRIC
committee, and the Oakland Museum. Please RSVP to
NJAHS (415) 921-5007. Questions? Email Grace
Shimizu: jpoh@prodigy.net

Berkeley JACLers Going on Tule Lake
Pilgrimage

Berkeley JACL Board members, Carolyn
Adams and Alison Satake will go on the 2006 Tule
Lake Pilgrimage from July 1* through 4™, For more
information about the pilgrimage, visit:
www.tulelake.org. A follow-up article will report back
on their experiences.

Berkeley JACL at the Asian Law Caucus Dinner
By Jim Duff

Just a note to update you on the ALC dinner --
we spoke with Mayor Newsom upon our arrival, then
checked out the silent auction, spoke with SF JACLers
Patty Wada, Dale Minami, Lucy Kishiue, Greg
Marutani, and met new member Berkeley JACLers
Mushim Ikeda-Nash and her husband Chris. Then UC
Berkeley Professor Ron Takaki came over to the two
JACL tables, which were nicely situated side by side in
the middle of the room, and exchanged greetings and
handshakes. Later in his speech, which centered largely
on immigration, he credited the JACL for the 1952
reversal of the law barring Asians from US citizenship.
He also mentioned the JACL was present and asked that
we wave so everyone could identify us. Fellow UC
Berkeley professor (and Berkeley JACLer) Jere
Takahashi was there, too, as was half of the surviving
Korematsu family and Yuri Kochiyama. It was great fun
and a very productive evening!
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Founded in 1972, the ALC has strived to defend
and empower the Asian Pacific American community
through a three-pronged strategy: 1. community
education and organizing, 2. provision of direct legal
services, and 3. strategic impact litigation.

Berkeley JACL 2006 Grants Recipients

Back Row (L-R): Grant Committee Co-Chair Nancy Ku,

Grant Committee Co-Chair Howard Fukada, Jim Duff,

Shawn Jackson; Front Row (L-R): Emily Teruya, Madeleine
Lee

The Asian Branch of the Oakland Public
Library and the Oakland Fukuoka Sister City
Association were awarded Berkeley JACL Endowment
Fund Grants for the first half of 2006. Madeleine Lee,
Branch Manager of the Asian Branch of the Oakland
Public Library, and Shawn Jackson, President of the
Oakland Fukuoka Sister City Association, made short
presentations about their project to the Board of
Directors at the May 2 board meeting. Co-Presidents
Emily Teruya and Jim Duff presented the grant
recipients with their checks.

-

From Race Tension to Bridge Building in Our

Backyard
by Mushim lkeda-Nash & Alison Satake

As part of our continued Civil Rights work in
the Lorin District of South Berkeley following the
dissemination of an anti-Japanese hate flyer in January,
the Berkeley JACL facilitated a neighborhood meeting
to initiate dialogue about the real issue of race and class
tension between African Americans and Asian
Americans in our community. The meeting, held on
May 12, 2006 was attended by people from the Lorin
District businesspeople's association; the legislative aide
to Berkeley Councilmember Max Anderson; as well as
representatives from the League of Women Voters of
Berkeley, Albany, and Emeryville, and the Buddhist
Peace Fellowship (BPF).

The group recognized the strengths of Berkeley
and Oakland as its diversity, high level of activity, and
social engagement. They also recognized the challenges
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in our community being drug-related crime, darkness,
and a feeling of unsafety walking down the street at
night, particularly for women. Two actions were
identified: 1)- Organizing to get more streetlights on
Alcatraz Avenue and 2)- Berkeley JACL and BPF's
participation in the upcoming Berkeley Juneteenth
Festival, a street fair drawing approximately 40,000
community members each year.

At the street fair on Sunday, June 18, Berkeley
JACL will have a booth to distribute literature and open
conversations with people who live and work in the
Lorin district. If you'd like to know more about this
community-organizing project or have feedback, please
contact President Jim Duff at James Duff@apl.com or
Board Member Alison Satake at asatake(@yahoo.com.

Celebrate Juneteenth with JACL!

What is Juneteenth? Juneteenth is the oldest
known celebration commemorating the end of slavery in
the United States. On June 19, 1865, two and a half
years after Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation, Union
soldiers landed at Galveston, Texas with news that the
war had ended and that the enslaved were now free. One
surmised reason why the slaves were not told about their
freedom for more than two years after the war ended
was because plantation owners wanted to retain their
labor force. Today, Juneteenth is a day of recognition of
the suffering endured from slavery and the celebration
of Civil Rights. For more information, visit:
www.juneteenth.com

What: Berkeley Juneteenth Festival - Live
music, food, crafts, and fun

When: SUNDAY, June 18th, 10am-5pm
Where: Adeline between Ashby & Alcatraz

Come visit the Berkeley JACL booth on Adeline &
Alcatrazg!

Co-President’s Message

By Emily Teruya

2006 has only been getting better! Berkeley

JACL has been receiving recognition all the time. Just
recently, at the Northern-California Western-Nevada
Pacific District candidate’s forum (where we get to
“interrogate” national candidates before convention)
Berkeley JACL was mentioned at least 3 times. We’re
definitely getting our name out there.

And, we recently submitted the “Race Tension
in Our Backyard” article, which appeared in our last
newsletter to JACL’s Anti-Hate newsletter. To learn

Berkeley JACL Newsletter

more about JACL’s anti-hate program, please go to
http://www.jacl.org/antihate/index.html.

Last month, we received a “thank you”s from
Lawson Sakai and Brian Shiroyama of the Friends and
Family of Nisei Veterans for our donation to their
annual memorial service. Please see the article inside.

Look inside for our upcoming activities. I hope
to see you there!

2006 National JACL Convention in Phoenix, AZ
By Emily Teruya

Later this month, Jim Duff and Val Yasukochi
will be going to the 39™ JACL Biennial JACL
Convention as our delegates. Gordon Kono and I will be
alternates — but we’re hoping we remain alternates! This
convention, Berkeley JACL is sponsoring a resolution
titled “Policy on Racial Epithets and Other Derogatory
Remarks.” We’ve gotten a lot of support from
individual chapters as well as the entire district council
and district executive board’s endorsement. We’re
hoping that the resolution will pass easily since it’s on
the consent calendar and discussion is not necessary.

So, what exactly happens at these conventions?
Do we just schmooze and meet people? Well, that’s part
of it. The biennial convention is where delegates from
all chapters come together to vote on resolutions,
constitution and bylaw changes, Program for Action
(JACL’s goals and objectives for the new biennium),
national candidates, and, most important, the infamous
budget.

Many national candidates have been asking us
for our endorsement. The Board has given our
representatives lots of direction. Issues were discussed
in detail at our last board meeting. Hot topics included:
the proposed budget which includes a $5 membership
dues, a 2.5% COLA to all national staff members, and
the move to annual conventions. We’ll give you a full
report when we get back.

Berkeley JACL Donates to the Friends and
Family of Nisei Veterans (FFNYV)
By Emily Teruya
At its May board meeting, the Berkeley JACL
Board of Directors unanimously decided to donate
money to the Friends and Family of Nisei Veterans'
annual memorial service.

On Saturday, May 20, 2006, the Friends and
Family of Nisei Veterans held their annual memorial
service. Located in the quiet of Robert’s Park in
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Oakland, CA, we listened to the music of the Peninsula
Scout Band, remembering those still with us and those
who are not. The serenity of the park must be in
complete contrast to what the men of the 442nd, 100th,
and MIS endured in WWIL. Perhaps it’s symbolic that
they have found and made their peace. More tangible is
the 442nd plaque and 14-year-old redwood tree located
in the Buena Vista site, the only memorial in the entire
East Bay Regional Park District.

The redwood tree will grow just like the
gratitude we all feel for the veterans. This year, with
more youth in attendance, it was a sign that the soldiers’
sacrifice and honor will never be forgotten.

After the service, I sat with San Jose’s Fred and
Dorothy Kitajima and Walter Tanaka. I first met them at
last year’s service. Though Fred and Walter were part of
the Military Intelligence Service (MIS), they’ve
attended two years in a row to see the other veterans.
Fred reminisced about his military training, carrying
twice his weight in supplies as he ran on sand at Fort
Ord. He said, “By the time I got on my 5th mile, all I
wanted to do was get rid of the gun because it was
weighing me down.” As MIS, he was required to carry
two dictionaries, each the size of a 10-pound bag of
flour, on all his military missions.

As always, the service is held on Armed Forces
Day, the third Saturday of May. I hope to see you there
next year.

More about the Friends and Family of Nisei
Veterans

The next meeting of the FFNV will be Saturday,
August 5, on the USS Hornet in Alameda. The meeting
will start at 11AM, and the Peninsula Scout Band will
perform again. RSVPs are needed as “sushi box”
lunches will be ordered at a cost of $10 per person.
FFNV has arranged to have $14 admission fee waived
for this event. Please RSVP to Brian Shiroyama at (408)
776-0361 so the lunches can be ordered.

Even though the 442"/MIS exhibit has been
open since last April, this is considered the official
opening of the exhibit showing the contribution of the
American of Japanese ancestry. We extend an invitation
to everyone to join the FFNV again on Saturday, August
5, to help celebrate the end of the war against Japan.
There will be many exhibits showing how the 6,000
Nisei that served in the Military Intelligence Service
proved to be America’s “Secret Weapon” in the war in
the Pacific.
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GOT GOLF???
A message from National JACL Golf Committee
Sponsorship Co-Chair Dean Suzuki:

Here is your opportunity to help our
organization in a big way! Even if you’re not a golfer,
you probably know golfers and potential sponsors for
the National JACL Golf Tournament. For copies of the
donation request letter and/or sponsor donation form,
please write to Emily at chibiS00@hotmail.com. The
Golf Tournament brochure and golfer sign-up form can
be accessed by going to the National JACL web site
(www jacl.org). Click on the golf tournament logo on
the web site to access the forms.

For you non-golfers, we could use some
volunteers to help with the activities on the day of the
tournament. If you know people who would like to
volunteer, please contact either of our Tournament co-
chairs, Jason Higashi at jltjh@comcast.net or Jim Craig
at thayajoyce@sbcglobal.net.

NOTE: The Golf Committee expects lots of golfers, so
reserve a space for yourself today!

Nichi Bei Times — New, Lower Community
Subscription Rate!
By Kenji Taguma

In January of 2006 the Nichi Bei Times,
Northern California’s oldest and most respected
Japanese American newspaper, launched its NEW all-
English weekly edition — more colorful and dynamic,
and packed with new features speaking to younger and
succeeding generations of Japanese Americans.

The new Weekly features continuing favorites
such as: * Award-winning coverage of community
issues, * Northern California’s only weekly Community
Calendar;+ A diverse range of popular columnists.

Plus many new and exciting features! « More
youth and family-oriented activities such as the Fun
Factor page featuring sudoku, Japanese language
lessons and comics * New and popular Food & Health
and Entertainment sections; * More columns and
features geared towards younger generations of
Japanese Americans, * Expanded sports section; *
Community Service Directory * Much, much more!

There is now a special Community Rate for
members and supporters of community organizations,
such as the Berkeley JACL, Japanese American sports
leagues, churches, and the like. The price of the new
English weekly is $50 a year (52 issues) for the
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Community Rate (Regularly $65), with a six-month
Community Rate subscription at $25 ($35 Regular).
Trial subscriptions are only $12 for three months.

The Nichi Bei Times English weekly also
makes a perfect gift for those who want to keep their
families and loved ones connected to the community.

Berkeley JACL Awards Scholarships

The Berkeley Chapter of the Japanese American
Citizens League held its annual scholarship awards
luncheon on May 6, at the Berkeley Doubletree Hotel
and Conference Center on the Berkeley Marina. Six
graduating seniors received scholarships in recognition
of their scholastic achievements, personal statements,
community involvement, and group interview. Honored
at the awards luncheon were: Jeffrey Griffin of Berkeley
High, Mathew Hamasaki of Berkeley High, Yuki
Jitosho of St. Joseph High, Mark Muranishi of Head
Royce, Zachary Scott of Skyline High, and Alexandra
Tagawa of Angelo Rodriguez High. Griffin received the
third annual Bea Kono Memorial Scholarship —
established by the Kono family in memory of Bea, a
long time JACL supporter, past chapter president, and a
former recipient of the chapter’s “Pioneer Award”.

Past scholarship recipients, Christine Hironaka,
a freshman at Stanford University t, and Megan Scott, a
graduate of New York University, delivered personal
accounts of their early years in college, and offered
advice and shared experiences learned during their
college years.

The chapter also honored Pioneer Award
recipient Jim Furuichi, and recognized him for his
individual contribution to the Berkeley JACL and the
communities it serves. Furuichi is the owner of Kuwada
Realty in Berkeley and was instrumental in numerous
fund raising activities for the Berkeley JACL

The keynote speaker was Kenji Taguma, Vice
President and English Editor of the Nichi Bei Times
newspaper. Taguma provided a chronology of the origin
and history of the paper and discussed the major format
change recently implemented. He stated that while the
visionary founders of the Nichi Bei Times started the
newspaper to get the community “reconnected” after the
wartime incarceration in American internment camps,
today, in the face of assimilation and community
dispersal, Taguma sees “the paper’s role as keeping the
community connected, informed, and empowered”.

Major sponsors of the scholarship program were
also honored including Gary, George, and Gordon
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Kono, Mr. Sam Fox (Union Bank, Walnut Creek), Mr.
Craig Oki (Bank of America, Concord), Mr. Dan Date
of Oakland (past Pioneer Award recipient), and Mr.
Denny Suzuki (Horizon Beverage, Oakland).

The 2006 Berkeley JACL scholarship
committee members are Chairperson Ron Tanaka, Mark
Fujikawa, Gordon Kono, Neal Ouye, Lauren Sasaki, Al
Satake, Kelly Shintani, Sharron Sue, Roger Tanaka, and
Derrek Tomine.

Left to Right: Mathew Hamasaki, Jeffrey Griffin, Alexandra
Tagawa, Jim Furuichi (Pioneer Award recipient), Yuki
Jitosho, Kenji Taguma (Nichi Bei Times VP), Zachary Scott.

Co-Presidents
Co-Vice President

Emily Teruya, James Duff, Jr.
Al Satake, Bernie Lau

Secretary Gordon Kono
Treasurer Tak Shirasawa
Directors:

Carolyn Adams, Mark Fujikawa, Howard Fukuda; Ted Jitodai;
John Kawamura; Thomas Nishi, Neal Ouye; Doug Suda,
Alison Satake, Ron Tanaka; Gordon Yamamoto;
Valerie Yasukochi

Newsletter
Editor Neal Ouye
Contributors  Jim Duff, Mark Fujikawa, Mushim Ikeda-

Nash, Nancy Ku, Andy Noguchi, Alison

Satake, Clarita Sheppard, Kenji Taguma,

Ron Tanaka, Emily Teruya, Twila Tomita
Production and Circulation

Jim Duff, Wayne Meade, Emily Teruya;

Noriko Teruya; Valerie Yasukochi.

Moving and changing your address?
Send us a Change of Address card at:

Japanese American Citizens League
Berkeley Chapter
Membership
PO Box 7609
Berkeley, CA 94707-0609




YARD SALE - FUND RAISER

Saturday, 8719 from 9-4

1656 Sacramento Street @ Lincoln
(1 block from North Berkeley BART)

Benefiting the BERKELEY CHAPTER JACL
(Japanese American Citizens League)

Suggested donations (but not limited to these items):

Small appliances and electronics in good working condition: radios, telephones,
answering machines, blenders, toaster ovens, shavers, clocks, CD players, stereo systems
(no computers)

Furniture: tables, chairs, small couches, bookcases, computer/printer stands, desks, futon
frames/futon (no box springs or bed mattresses), floor and table lamps

House wares and Bedding: dishes, glassware, pots, pans, vases, utensils, pottery,
blankets, sheets (indicate size), beach/bathroom/kitchen towels

Asian items: display/serving platters and bowls, prints, dolls, knick-knacks

Toys: including games and puzzles with no missing pieces or broken parts
Pictures (and frames) suitable for decorating or hanging

Sports equipment and camping gear: bicycles, trampolines, tents, backpacks
Music: records, CDs, cassette tapes

Books: hardbacks, paperbacks, comics

Office supplies: pens, paper, staplers, paper cutters/shredders, rulers

Garden supplies and Tools: plants, ceramic and clay pots, wood planters, shovels

Better clothing (no tears or stains) - request that items be clean and folded (or
on hangers): coats, sweaters, leather or down jackets, t-shirts in good condition, jeans,
dresses, skirts, blouses, shirts w/collars (polo or dress style), infant/children’s clothing

IMPORTANT NOTE:
All items should be clean, in sellable condition and in good working order.
No cracked dishes or chipped glassware, please!

Drop off and pick up available. Drop-off dates are Saturday, 8/5 and Saturday,
8/12 between 9am-12noon. To arrange for a pick up appointment or for more
information, contact Valerie Yasukochi 510-387-8335 or Jim Duff 510-384-3712.




ﬁ Save the date!

9 2"¢ Annual Berkeley JACL
S Night Out with the A’s

i (vs. Seattle Mariners)

Questions/Reservations: Mark Fujikawa
(510) 232-0724

WED 8/16 @ 7pm

$25 includes
JACL Field Level Seat
& Bento Supper

Japanese American Citizens League
Berkeley Chapter

P.O Box 7609

Berkeley, CA 94707-0609

JoinpihelerkeleyIACINoralSumimeniullofiictivities

YARD SALE - FUND RAISER
Saturday, 8/19 from 9-4

1656 Sacramento Street @ Lincoln
(1 block from North Berkeley BART)

Benefiting
JACL - BERKELEY CHAPTER

DONATIONS NEEDED!

Drop-off dates are SAT 8/5 & SAT 8/12
between 9am-12noon. To arrange for a
pick up appt or for more info, contact
Valerie Yasukochi 510-387-8335
or
Jim Duff 510-384-3712




